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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

Join me in welcoming the Life Dancers Children's Gospel Group of fifteen children from 
Uganda. The Life Dancers Children's Group is a nonprofit humanitarian organization under the 
leadership of Abundant Life Church in Boston, dedicated to helping Africa’s most vulnerable 
children today so they can help themselves and others tomorrow. These talented young disciples 
of Christ will arrive in Syracuse on March 15, 2014. They will join us in worship on Sunday, March 
16 and will perform a concert here at our church at 3:00pm. A free will offering will be taken at 
the concert to support the Children’s Dance programs, including education, health care and 
development. Promotional support of this community concert is greatly appreciated. The 
Ugandan heritage of rhythm is part of the African root of so much of our music, be it jazz, ragtime, 
rhythm, hip-hop, the spirituals and gospel music that we sing in some of our churches today.  

 

LENTEN SEASON SCHEDULE 
 

March 5 – Ash Wednesday – 6:00 pm Soup, fruit and bread supper in Fellowship Hall (FH) and 
7:00 pm Worship Service in sanctuary 
March 12 – 6:00 Potluck Dinner in FH.  Connie Myers Kelly will resent a program on Education 
following dinner. 
March 19 – 6:00 Potluck Dinner in FH.  Two possibilities for speaker – a guest speaker who will 
talk about HIV/Aids or Carol Karins who will present a program on Social Justice. 
March 26 – 6:00 Potluck Dinner in FH.  Linda Bergh will present a program on Palestine. 
 
April 2 – 6:00 Potluck Dinner in FH.  Our speaker will be Maureen Foran-Mocete.  Her topic will be 
Child Abuse. 
April 9 – 6:00 Potluck Dinner in FH.  Either the HIV/Aids speaker or Carol Karins will present the 
program. 
April 13 – Palm Sunday – 11:00 am Worship Service 
April 17 – Holy Thursday – 7:00 pm Worship Service led by Steve Mattice 
April 18 – Good Friday – We again plan to support Brown Memorial UMC at NOON (to be 
confirmed).  Let us make it a full-church support.  Those who are able, weather permitting, will 
walk down the hill.  More on this as we develop the plan.  Plan, too, for pizza at the conclusion of 
the service. 
April 19 – Holy Saturday – Join in for the vigil.  Signup times to be shared. 
April 20 – EASTER – 7:00 am Sunrise Service in the sanctuary; 11:00 Worship Service in sanctuary 
 
Post-Easter – Readying ourselves to be involved in fellowship and study time with other United 
Methodists in the City 

 

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION  
Our Wall of Veggies has steadily grown over the last four weeks.  As of 2/9/14, we have 

brought in 357 cans of veggies.  Since the veggies are needed NOW, a large part of the Wall will 
be disassembled and taken to the food pantry so that the veggies can be distributed.  But the Wall 
foundation will remain so that we can constantly be reminded that veggies are part of every 
person’s daily diet and, without our generosity, the pantry shelves would be sparse.  So we will 
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continue with the veggies BUT remembering that there are a variety of other foods that can and 
will be used in the pantry. 
 
Food Stamp Challenge 
 March 9th is right around the corner and that’s the start of the five-day challenge:  Can 
you (individual) purchase and prepare food on $29.86 a week?  You cannot rely on what’s in your 
pantry/refrigerator/freezer because most people live from month-to-month on the allotment of 
food stamps they receive.  Step up to the plate and take the challenge – it’s only five days, not the 
rest of your life.  Please sign up with Carol Karins at 422-7486. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing – March 30, 2014 
 The season of Lent reminds us of how much “God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son.”  We are a constant reminder of God’s love in the present day world and just how 
much we, who have so much, can do to support and sustain those people who have much less 
than we do in our everyday life.  Instead of our usual One Great Hour of Sharing calendar, there 
will be a basket in the back of the church for you to make a donation on a weekly basis or just one 
time.  This money will be used in the same way as in the past years, with a donation to 
UMCOR/United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
 
RECEIVE GOD’S LOVE; EMBRACE GOD’S LOVE; SHARE GOD’S LOVE; SHOW GOD’S LOVE; BE 
GOD’S LOVE TO THE WORLD. 

 

        NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS  
 

Winter weather and deep chills have kept us inside or closed for 
many days these past couple of months. To keep the children moving 
when we can’t use our outdoor playground, we have brought out our 
bicycles for some indoor fun. Coupled with music and movement and 
our still loved Imagination Playground in a Cart, we seem to be 
making the most of weather that keeps us inside. If you, like us, long 

for the days of playing in the sun, visit us on Facebook to see some photos from playground fun 
when the weather was warm. 
 
The staff have been busy beginning children assessments and parents have helped by working in 
our Quiet Room during playtime so that teachers can conduct individual assessments. In early 
March we will enjoy a staff development day where we take time away from school for team 
building and other activities that expand our minds and strengthen our collaborative team. We 
are also planning some special days for the children including visits from Irish Dancers and from 
the Rosamund Gifford Zoo to You program.  
 
With next year’s registration well underway, we still have some openings in our 4-year-old MWF 
class, so please spread the word for interested families to call Deb at 475-2344. They can also visit 
our website at www.bellevueheightsnurseryschool.org.  

 
++++++++++++++ 

 

http://www.bellevueheightsnurseryschool.org/
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DAY OF JOY! 

 4TH Annual Christian Women’s Conference on Saturday, March 29th, at Believer’s Chapel, 
7912 Thompson Road, Cicero.  Join us for a side-splitting, spirit-lifting, sister-singing, daringly good 
time! 
Registration, Breakfast & Shopping starts at 8:00 am. Kickoff at 9:00 am.  Tickets $35 single, $30 
groups, $40 at the door.  Info & tickets: 
DAY OF JOY.ORG.  (Hearing impaired and wheelchair accessible) 

 

Thank you to all who have donated Box Top Education labels and Labels for Education.  I 
will be sending out the next batch of box tops to Red Bird Mission at the end of March, so I will 
need any that you may have by March 23rd.  These labels are very important to the Red Bird 
Mission for purchasing items for the mission and for its school.  Please continue to save the labels 
and place them in the plastic jars (one in the Narthex and one in Fellowship Hall).  Again, thank 
you for your support.  Diane 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

S.W.E.A.T. for Habitat Bowl-a-thon 
 

Sunday afternoon February 9, 2014, 10 representatives from BHUMC raised $513 during 
the bowl-a-thon.  This marks the 13th consecutive year that Bellevue Heights UMC has 
participated.  Bellevue Heights, along with Onondaga Hill Presbyterian, were charter members of 
S.W.E.A.T. and are the only 2 churches to participate in all 13 bowl-a-thons.  Nine area churches 
participated.  Well over $5,000 was raised—a total will be reported when all the money has been 
collected.  All proceeds will go to build a Habitat Inter-Faith House in Syracuse.  Ten per cent of 
the earnings will be dedicated to building a Habitat global home in Uganda, Africa. 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

MESSAGE FROM TRUSTEES 
  
 The Trustees are asking that, if you put any cardboard boxes in the kitchen, janitor’s 
closet or garage to be recycled that YOU break them down just as you would your own boxes at 
home.  If YOU are able to take your trash to the garage and put it in the appropriate cans, that 
would be helpful also.  Since there is no one person responsible for taking out weekly trash, it’s 
impossible for everyone to know everything concerning the logistics of trash night.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Carol Karins at 422-7486. 

 

March Birthdays 

 

 Happy Birthday to you!!! 
 
Please notify the office by phone or e-mail with additions or corrections. 
 



      
 

Page 4 

 

Bellvue Heights UMC Signal – March 2014 

 
 

 
01 Gregory Wood 16 Deborah Rosecrans 
05 Barbara Sullivan  Sarah Kirst 
 John James Scott 18 Mary Graham 
06 Brett Wood  Lisa Mawson 
 Eric Drake 20 Lynn Umbach 
 Ray Brunner 21 David Watson 
09 Norah Brown 22 Heidi Foster 
 Sean Kroft  Sue Ann Cowin 
10 Christine Kelly  Ian Wilson 
 Genna Leigh Bird 23 Cheryl Jackym 
 Robert Townley  Gretchen Kinnell 
11 Alan Hale 24 Alexandra Smith 
 Dorothy Montgomery 26 Betsy Cherundolo 
 Karen Leonard  Sylvia Black 
 Sharon Krause  Tammy Leonard 
12 Andrew Lasda 27 Andrew O’Leary 
 Erica Gongloff  Norman Wallace 
 Kong Phommaniraj  Winona Hartman 
14 David Hall 28 Nathan Heilmann 
 Kevin Morgan 30 Richard Lewis 
15 Luke Gongloff 
 Dawn Daggett 
   Margaret Martin 
  
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

Youth Group 2014 

Save the following dates for some exciting activities for youth in Grades 6-12: 

March 2nd    No meeting 
March 9th    Serving dinner at Oxford Inn.  Meet at church 

        at 5:00 pm to cook food. 
March 16th  No meeting 
March 23rd  Volunteering at VanDuyn after church. 
March 30th  No meeting 

If you have any questions, please call: 

Diane Dermody or Laura Mattice  
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THANKFUL GOD MOMENTS by Bethany Printup-Davis 

 Have you ever had a God moment?  An experience that may have left you in tears of joy 
or in tears of sadness and doubt?  Maybe you were in a situation you never in a million years 
would have pictured yourself in or had an experience you did not realize was God at work until 
years later as you began to truly know what it meant to live as a child of God and “experience” 
the love of our Creator.  To me, an experience is more than what Merriam-Webster defines as 
“something personally encountered, under-gone, or lived through.”  For me, experiences have 
unique char-acteristics that one must embrace as lessons of love, patience, and acceptance.  I 
believe these lessons are helpful when one looks at how life’s events shape our faith.  Too many 
times, we can feel alone, misunderstood, underqualified, worthless and unloved.  We should 
continue to love God, our neighbors and ourselves; and be patient and accepting of one another 
despite our differences. 

 I grew up in what could seem a semi-isolated community. I was born and raised outside of 
Niagara Falls on the Tuscarora Indian Nation.  I went to elementary school on the reservation, 
and only remember taking occasional trips off the reservation to go shopping or to local bowling 
alleys and movie theaters.  Both my parents grew up in the church, but that changed when they 
divorced.  I had some experience growing up in church, but did not know what it meant to love 
God or be his child.  Living on a reservation, I grew up starting to learn the history and culture of 
my family.  I knew I was a Native American, but did not know what it meant to “be” a Native 
person.    To be continued… 

   (Bethany Printup-Davis is a member of the Upper New York                               Conference’s 
Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM).  She works for the Rochester City School 
District’s Native American Resource Center.  She assists in cultural education for Native students 
as well as teaches culturally appropriate and sensitive material in many of the district’s 
classrooms.  At her home church of Asbury First in Rochester, Printup-Davis is a Sunday school 
teacher and sings in the choir.  She graduated from Niagara Wheatfield High School in 2006 and 
attended Nazareth College in Rochester, where she was involved in campus ministry.  She 
graduated with a BA in History in 2011.)   

 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MARCH: 

Mar. 2 – Last Sunday after Epiphany – Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 
17:1-9 
Mar. 5 – Ash Wednesday – Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 
6:1-6, 16-21 
Mar. 9 – 1st Sunday in Lent – Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
Mar. 16 – 2nd Sunday in Lent – Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17  
Mar. 23 – 3rd Sunday in Lent – Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
Mar. 30 – 4th Sunday in Lent – 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 
 
COFFEE HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
March   Christians in Action 
April   Friends in Faith and Fellowship   
May   Choir 
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June   Finance 
July/August  Congregation Signups 
September  Evangelism  
October  Youth Group 
November  Christian Education 
December  United Methodist Women 
January   Trustees 
February  Staff Parish 
 
USHERS FOR MARCH: 
 
Head Usher – Jim Morgan 
Regular Ushers – Steve Mattice, Ozzie Mocete, Andy Monds 
 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 
 A year ago Scott Brennen was homeless.  He and two of his children were living out of a local 
shelter and just trying to survive.  Scott is a disabled Army veteran who, like so many other vets, has 
not had an easy time readjusting to civilian life.  Unable to find steady work that could support him 
and his children, Scott found himself in an impossible position: a single father with two children and 
homeless.  A year later, Scott has turned his life around, pulling himself and his family out of that dark 
place.  He is the latest Syracuse Habitat for Humanity Homeowner, a dream come true for this 
dedicated father.  Scott can now give his family the life, and home, he knows they deserve. 
  

“When I laid my head down on that shelter cot each night, I never could have imagined that I 
would one day be standing in my own home,” said Scott during his House Dedication on November 10, 
2013. 
  

Syracuse Habitat for Humanity is all about giving a hand up, not a hand out.  It gives local 
people in need an opportunity they would have otherwise never been afforded – to become a 
homeowner. 
  

They build more than houses; they help families build better lives.  In nearly 30 years they 
have built or renovated 70 houses in the local community. 
  

This work is not without its challenges; not only do they have to figure out where the money 
to build homes for people like Scott will come from, but they also have to keep their lights on and their 
doors open.  Syracuse Habitat maintains a very small staff with little overhead costs, but sometimes 
those are the hardest bills to pay. 
  

Any contribution that you can give would be appreciated, so please give at a level that makes 
you feel good.  Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, 308 Otisco Street, Syracuse, NY 13204.  Tel: 315-422-
2230; Fax:  315-426-9326; www.syracusehabitat.org    
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

                Congratulations to: 
 
Cathy and Franklin Waelde 3/14/1981 
Sandra and Richard Schmidt 3/24/1973 
 
Please notify the church office, by e-mail (bellevueheights@cnymail.com) or by phone 
                                   (315-475-0011) of any necessary changes. 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

On Feb. 12th, we gathered at 7:00 A. M. at Wegmans in Fairmount for breakfast.  
Our guest speaker was Mr. Mike Corp, who filled us in on some aspects of Wills and 
Estate Planning.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 12th at 7:00 A.M. at 
Wegmans in Fairmount.  Our speaker will be Mr. Steve Ranous of the Crossroads District 
United Methodist Men. 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

U.M.W. Dinner and Auction Results 
 

 A big thank you to all who came to the U.M.W. spaghetti dinner and silent auction on 
Saturday, February 8th.  We raised a little over $1,600 for love gifts for our Bellevue Heights’ 
students going on to higher education.  Special thanks to all who helped make the evening a 
success:  Dorothy Montgomery, who prepared the delicious dinner and donated the cost of the 
food in memory of her sister; Ann Barnes, who played music during the dinner, then was an 
auctioneer; Charlie Brown, another auctioneer; donors of the items and services auctioned off; 
members of the Circle of Concern, who hosted the event.  You all warmed up that February night 
with your cheerful fellowship!           From Jeanie Brown 

 


